CHAPTER IX                                                     iSl

wife.1" The bridegroom addressed his \vife: "Look up, gentle lady, do you
see the brightness of the polar star ? Your faith must shine like that unchang-
ing ray."2" ^ And to it rhe bride replied: "Yes, I see3" (drstti). Here ended the
Vedic rites and commenced the Laukika4 ones. The couple was seated on a
golden asdiia or seat, placed on a square vedJ and the auspicious moistened grain
was scattered over them.5 Thus were concluded the rituals pertaining to the
Prajapatya form of marriage.

Consummation of Marriage

After the ceremony of marriage was over the period of mirth and merri-
ment commenced. Some sort of a dramatic performance was given by maids,
who 'entwined expressive dance in graceful play/ and whose eloquent motions
with an actor's art showed to the life the passions of the heart. These maids were
accomplished in the vrttis like the Kausiki.6 The couple was then left alone
to proceed to the bridal bower where a soft bed of flowers had already been
prepared and where auspicious golden pitchers had been placed.7 This last
incident perhaps points out to the act of consummation of marriage. This
practice is still current in Bengal. The night of consummation is called Sttbdg-
rdta in the U. P. In the narrative of the marriage given by Kalidasa the bride-
groom and the bride started on an excursion of pleasure,8 a honeymoon.

Gdndharva

The Gdndharva form of marriage was entirely an affair of love which con-
summated in a union without the proposal of marriage. It proceeded entirely
from free love and mutual inclination of a youth and a maiden, and was con-
cluded with the mutual consent and agreement of the couple without consult-
ing their relatives. It was then ratified as a fait accompli'under the Hindu law of
Factum Valet by the parents of the contracting parties as is clear from the follow-
ing verse: "Here elders were not regarded by her; nor were the kinsmen con-
sulted by you too. In a matter done singly by each, what should another say
to either.9" This is the disappointed expression of one who feels for the folly
of such a union as the Gandharva form of marriage sanctions. The Hindu
rules of matrimony do not, in fact, approve explicitly of courtship. The prob-
lem of marriage was thought to be very important and its grave responsibility
was not to be left to the discretion of the young folk. This is why Kalidasa
praises ca discreet daughter waiting for the consent of her father/ in the event
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